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We at Withintensions want to acknowledge 
that our work takes place on the unceded 
territories of the SkwxwuU7mesh (Squamish), 
xwma8kwayam (Musqueam), and Salilwatat 
(Tsleil-Waututh) peoples. We want to 
recognize that. these lands belong to the 
ndigenous peoples who have lived here far 
before the arrival of settlers. We also want 
to push beyond land acknowledgements 
to further encourage acts of reconciliation. 
Recognition is great but it is nowhere near 
where we need to be. Reconciliation is 
comprehensive and takes more than an 
acknowledgment for occupying land. We 
always support marginalised peoples right 
to protest. 


Collective (2022) 


Francisco Berlanga, Natalie Chan, Infinite Faith 
Creations, Megan Currie, Jordyn Frederick, Karry 
Hon, Opal Mclean, Victoria Mulja, and Nafisa 
Sayed 


This month we decided to approach our theme 
differently. We invited artists to join us for a collaborative 
online event. 


At this event we discussed collectiveness, what it meant 
to make art in a collective and what our goals were for 
this piece. 


The 9 artists who participated each created a piece 
that impacted this digital collage. This piece was made 
in collective and is a testament to the practices of each 
artist within one work. 
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Together (2022) 
Opal Mclean 


A spiral can be seen as a collection of circles. Lines 
intersecting with each other to create one big mass. 

Several circles intertwined to create something entirely 
different. Something that stands on its own, forgetting 
the many pieces that create it. 


People come together whether they realize it or not. 
With a common goal in mind, they become a collective. 
A collection of people who join together to become one 
big mass. Something more stable but something more 
interesting. 


People are like spirals that crash together. Spirals that 
intersect to become something bigger than itself. Each 
ine crossed over only to forget where they even came 
from. Collectively coming together for whatever they see 
fit. 


Their spirals crash together. Who knows what it will 
create. 


Something brash, something interesting. 
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Unity (2022) 


Victori 
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ive Art: A group of artists working together to 
polish a goal 


In this digital art, multiple blue ribbons are tied onto 
one brush. They pull the brush into the canvas, leaving 


behind 


a streak of blue paint. Blue symbolizes unity 


and the ribbons used to represent coming and working 


togeth 


er to accomplish their motive; to create art. 
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Diverse Yet Connected (2022) 


Infinite Faith Creations 


Collective is a field that is all connected yet separated. 
We experience that in the form of love and friendships. 
We experience emotions together; love and happiness 
inspires art. 
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Garbage City (2022) 


Megan Currie 


Three 
times a week | hear the garbage truck emptying the 
dumpster outside my building. 


Three 
other garbage trucks, maybe more, 
do the same for the rest of the city’s buildings. 


Three 
times fifty-two, in a year 
collected, then compacted, then magically gone. 


Out of sight. 

While new cities of garbage cubicles begin to form over 
the homes of humans, animals 

and plants 
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Gravity Tribe (2022) 
Karry Hon 


We are attracted by the gravity in the universe, 
becoming moving sculptures living on the same land. 
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Undivided (2022) 
Jordyn Frederick 


What does it mean to be a collective? 
An excellent question 
To which there are many answers 


One such answer is simple: 

People 

Collectively, people share many experiences 
Joy 

Loss 

Greed 

Love 


Together, a people make a unity 
Of sorts 


Just think: 
People come together to celebrate religion 
To have a potluck 


Attend a wedding 
And protest for what’s right 


This is unity 
Collaboration 
Collective experience 


It is a joyous thing 

Allowing us to experience 
The same events, emotions 
No matter our 

Culture, ethnicity, place in life 


No matter who we are 

There are things we all share 

In some ways, that is a comforting thought 
To know we are not truly alone 

In anything 
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To know that whatever we suffer 
Someone else has suffered also 
No matter how great 


What, then, is a collective? 

It is everyone, really 

All people, all groups 

Separate and together 

After all, we are all human 

And because of this simple fact 
We 

All of us 

Share a collective experience 
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This a poem that explains, simply, what it means to be 
a collective. There are many different ways you could 
describe it, such as a group of people who support each 
other, share trauma, and much more. However, in this 
poem, | strive simply to explain the collective experience. 
Frankly, | could have gone on forever, should | have 


chosen to describe more aspects of what it means to be 
a collective. 


25 


26 


We (2022) 
Nafisa Sayed 


"VE" 
You and me make 'We' 
without this there is no zeal. 


To teamup is a way dreams work, 


Collaborate, cooperate, support, compliment 
This is how we complement 


Big structures need strong pillars 
each of us fills up 


Sometimes | wonder 
How we work like a thunder 


Brushing away all the storms OUR way 
"Bravo buddies" is all | would like to say 


Putting all the puzzle pieces in place. 


Let's work together, sounding musical as a bass. 
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The bond of three cords (2022) 
Natalie Chan 


a continuous red thread 

encircles me with warmth 

| reach out, hand outstretched 

towards mirror images of mine - 

we are torn and ragged, 

we are woven together by bloodline of the Creator 
we are an entanglement strengthened in numbers 
| reach out, my hand outstretched 

towards a future uncertain, but 

| will be with you 
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| suppose knot (2022) 


Francisco Berlanga 


Found fibers find a home in a cloth, 
Woven through a weft bound by each other, 
Tied by their ends to stay in place. 


Fibers become part of a whole, 
Entangled in thought and ideas that cannot be unspun, 
Entrenched in a space that facades an enclosure. 


Found amongst others, 
It becomes hard to distinguish the one, 
That is until you look close. 
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Meet the Team 


We write with intention & dwell within 
tensions. We are artists who have been 


Francisco 
Berlanga 


\ 


Francisco Berlanga is a contemporary 


artist who studied at Simon Fraser 


left without an aim for how to continue 
engaging with art in the absence of 
institution. Our goal is to provide a place 
where we can write about new ideas, 
old ideas, and bad ideas. We are by no 
means professional writers, we inhabit 
a place between the seriousness of 
academic writing and the frivolity of 
passing thought. We will often succumb 
to cliches and trends as they pass us as 
we all often must. 


We hope to present unique thoughts for 
you to consider. Our writing speaks for 
no one but ourselves. We do not reduc 


University. He obtained his BFA in Visual 
Arts with a minor in Interactive Arts and 
Technology. His practice is based on 
questioning identity, particularly — his 
connection with his own Mexican culture 
and how one can inhabit a culture while 
being partially absent from it. He engages 
in discourses with his own identity through 
the creation of traditional Mexican 
“manualidades” or crafts, his work 
makes connections between traditional 
Mexican aesthetics and contemporary 
visual language. His practice engages 
with concepts of inaccessibility and the 


the similar experiences of others to what 
we have experienced. We invite you to 
critically engage with the content, to 
challenge and be challenged, to test the 
tensions in question. 
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role memory and language can play 
when someone is distanced from their 
own culture. He attempts to bridge the 
gaps between his personal and cultural 
identities by forcing connections between 
them and by trying to understand the 
limitations that these identities impose 
upon each other 


Natalie 
Chan 


atalie Chan recently completed her BFA 
in Visual Arts at Simon Fraser University. Her 


aspects of people & p 
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eflection, healing, and 
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We put out new issues every month 
with a different topic. 


We are always looking for 
submissions and opportunities to 
collaborate so check out our social 
medias. 


on instagram: 
@withintensions 


or email us at: 
within.tensions@gmail.com 


If you want more information, feel 
free to contact us. 


Our next issue will be on the topic 
of “Kitsch* and submissions are now 
open. 


See you next month! 
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